

ADOPTED 2/23/16


Introduced by Council Member Carter:
RESOLUTION 2016-116-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING JOHN MYERS FOR HIS HEROISM IN SAVING THE LIFE OF BRANDON TAYLOR IN A HORRIFIC AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS,
in our frenetic, impersonal, whirlwind world, we rarely read or hear of someone stopping or going out of his or her way to help a perfect stranger in dire need of help; it is at once refreshing and uplifting when, in fact, we learn that  there are actual “guardian angels” in our midst; and
WHEREAS, in the early morning hours of Christmas Eve 2015, Brandon Taylor left his home to pick up milk for his child and while driving down Cassatt Avenue became distracted by a cellphone that had fallen between the seats; as he tried to retrieve the cellphone, he ran into the back of a parked semi-truck and a life-threatening ordeal ensued; and
WHEREAS,
trapped in a car engulfed in flames, Brandon Taylor screamed in vain as four or five cars passed by, none of them stopping; and 
WHEREAS, John Myers was routinely driving his Yellow  Cab down Cassat Avenue to pick up a customer when he happened upon the burning vehicle; without thinking and  with no hesitation,  Mr. Meyers swung into action and  pulled the father of four from the driver’s seat of the fiery wreckage; and

WHEREAS,
in a telephone call to a news outlet from his hospital bed,
Brandon Taylor characterized John Myers as a “guardian angel” who had saved his life; and
WHEREAS,
in response to Mr. Taylor’s vow to financially reward him for being a hero and saving his life, Mr. Myers said that it was not at all about money; it was about doing the right thing; and
WHEREAS,
happening upon a fellow human being, whether a friend, neighbor or stranger, in dire need of help and extending that helping hand without hesitation or expectation of recognition or reward in return, is an honorable feat; it is the essence of who and what we all want to be, a conscientious citizen who cares about neighbors and community; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby honor and commend John Myers for his heroism in saving the life of Brandon Taylor in a horrific automobile accident and extends its best wishes and deepest gratitude.
Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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